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I have enclosed the front page of "The Lufkin Daily News" dated 4 August 2011, which clearly shows a

" billboard in opposition to President Obama. The billboard does not indicate who purchased or supports this
political view of she President (Disclaimer, Public Communications). ¥ believe that this billbaard is a violation
vager the Federal Elegtion Commission as i involves the President of the United States.

The billboard in thie paper is located on the East side of Medford Drive/US 59/US 69 between Texas State
Highway 103 East and State Farm to Market 325, in Lufkin, Texas. There is a second biltboard located on the

West side of US 59 South of Lufkin, between Lufkin, Texas and Diboll, Texas. Both billboards are carrying the
Same messuge.

As the newspaper states, Mark Hicks ooms both hilitmards and the individuals who purahased the spece for six
moaths wished te remain anonymous. The phone number for Mr. Hicks is 936-634-2040.

TR

C. “Jim” Wark
2872FM 326

Lufkin, Texas 75901-1825

I swear, or affirm, umder penslty of perjury, that the information contained and pictures are true and correct:
%"‘ (Complainant) | |

Sworn to and subscribed before me, by the said </2pegx () &/ak£_, thisthe .S _day of August, 2011 to
certify which, witngss my hand and seal of office.

Y o, A KATHY DIANE HARVEY
5¥% Notary Public, State of Texas

\ My Commission Expires
Aptl 22, 2013
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Anti-Obama billhoards may violate ad guidelinas

By AUDREY SPENCER/The Lufkin Daily News | Posted: Thursday, August 4, 2011 1:45
am :

Editor s note: An earlier version of this story, which ran in today s newspaper, indicated that the
billboards in questinn might ke in viciation of stute laws, when. in fact they are subject (v fideral
laays.

A couple of anti-Obama billboards in Lufkin may be in violation of Federal Election Commission
political advertising guidelinas.
The message en the hillhverda, losvted on east Loop 287 and on U.S. Highway 59 north, reads

“More taxes! More welfare! More government! Vote Obama out!” and is accompanied by a photo
of Presidenit Barack Obama in a red chcle with a slash threugh it.

Mark Hicks, the owner of the Lufkin billboards on which the aati-Obama ads are placed, said
individuals paid for the billboards but wished to remain anonymous.
“They weren’t working for a political candidate,” Hicks said.

The boards weat up around July 1, according to Hicks, and the individnals paid for them to remain
for six montis.

Bob Flomnew, chair of thm Angelins County Regmiislioan Party amd Lufkin’s fomuer city attorney,
quenstitms whether the billboard is even really a political ad.

“T"m not offended that whoever said it doesn’t have their ngme on it,” he said. “I don’t know that
the disclaimer was necessary.”

Jim Wark, chair of the Angelina County Democratic Party, said that because the billbaard
references Obama, the president, it should be subject to Federal Election Commission guidelines.
“Simqit’sﬂxepresidem, it doesn’t fall under Texas guidelines, it falls under federal guidelines,”
Wark said. “It should fall under the Pederal Electicnt Commission, who definitely states it necds a
disviminver on it.” . _

Mary Beadonberger, Pahlic Affriss Spacialist with the FEC, stated in ax email that, “A
disclxdmer must sppeac en any puklic commmnication by suy pecsen that expressly advacates the
clection or defeat of a clearly identified candidate or solicits funds in connection with a federal
election.” -

FEC guidelines state that “All public communications... by any person that expressly advocate the
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate” mmst include a disclaimer, which “If the
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communication, including any solicitation, is not authorized by a candidate, authorized committee
of a candidate, or an agent of either of the foregoing, the disclaimer must clearly state the full
name and permanent street address, telephone number or World Wide Web address of the person
who paid for the cornmunication, and that the communication is not authorized by any candidate
or candidate’s committee.

The FEC Code of Federal Regulations can be read at

edocket.access:gpo.gov/chi_2011/angtr/11cfr110.11.hia. More information about federal political
advertising can be found at fec.gov.

Andrey Spencer’s email addrazs is aspencer@lufkindailynews.com.
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